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T.F. North introduces weapons detection system
New saftey measure runs smoothly during first week of school
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Editor-In-Chief welcomes us
back for a new school year
EDITORIAL 

Welcome back students of T.F. North. We are excited

to see what this school year brings for each student

individually and for the student body as a whole. We

are proud to remain T.F. North’s students’ main

source of information for the 2025-2026 school year.

The Thorntonian is starting with a nearly blank page,

with only two returning members. We’re welcoming an

almost entirely new team ready to write the next

chapter. Just like our team, the entire student body has

a fresh opportunity to shape what this year will look

like. This year, we’re also welcoming many students

from the yearbook staff, bringing fresh perspectives as

well as more creative and experienced ideas. We are

looking forward to collectively working alongside the

school's Chronoscope, also run by Mr. Stephan, in

order to improve the newspaper and yearbook. As far

as our staff and stories will go this year, for the first

time, our team includes two Latina editors and a

Spanish-language editor. We want to take more

meaningful steps toward better representing our

culture as well as reflecting the diversity of our student

body. We not only want to expand Latinx voices in our

staff, but also within the languages we publish in and

the students we spotlight. With the continuation of the

Spanish pages, we hope not only to provide articles in

Spanish for the Spanish speakers of T.F. North, but

also to provide them for non-Spanish speakers who

wish to learn and practice the language. If you are one

of these students or are just looking to be represented

in the school's paper, reach out to us via email at

thorntonian@tfd215.org. The Thorntonian is a paper

for the students made by the students, so feel free to

give us feedback on what you want to read in the

newspaper. You can also keep up with us by following

our Instagram @tfn_thorntonian, Facebook

@Thornton Fractional North Thorntonian, and

Twitter @TFN_Thorntonian.  We are excited for the

future of the Thorntonian, and hope you all are as

well. We wish you all the best school year.

For the first time in Thornton Fractional

North’s history, District 215 has installed a

weapons detection system. The system has

students take out any electronic devices they

have in their bags and hand them to a staff

member before passing through the system.

If the system goes off, students will have

their bags searched. “It was a district

decision. It has already been in the works for

quite some time...schools across the suburbs

have had these systems before. This

definitely adds a layer of security,” said

Assistant Principal of Building Control, Mr.

Humphrey.  The weapons detection system

hit many students in different ways. There

were a lot of different opinions. For example,

many freshmen think it’s reasonable to have

the new system. “[It] makes the school more

secure,” said freshman Lymari Vargas.

Others feel weird to have to go through and

have their bag searched simply because the

metal in their binder caused the machine to

go off. Many upperclassmen who have gone

all of their high school years without the new

system feel more upset about it. “I think the

metal detectors are very useful for protecting

the students, but I think they’re a little

unnecessary. I can see why it’s useful,” said 

junior Malik Hill. “At first I didn’t like the

new system because they took forever to go

through and they were too much, but they’ve

settled down. It’s a good thing now that the

school has a safer feeling,” added junior

Stacayla Martin.  Although students have

mixed feelings about the new weapons

detection system, many deans’ assistants

have expressed their approval of it. “It serves

its purpose to protect the students. We can’t

just think that it won’t happen to us because

it can happen to anybody,” said Ms. Hunter.   

“At the end of the day, it’s just keeping the

children safe. So that’s what’s most

important for us,” added Mr. Moore.

Despite the hassle, students should

understand that the new weapons detection

system is another step taken by the

administration to ensure the security of the

school. “At the end of the day, we want it to

be safer...you want to have multiple layers of

security to make sure that everybody in the

school is safe,” said  Humphrey. The

principal, Mr. Rucinski, believes that the

new procedure is going well, “By the second

[and] third day, there’s really no lines...It

does add a layer of security, so I’ve been

very happy with it.”
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Established in 1925, the Thorntonian is

produced by the Advanced Journalism

students of T.F. North High School. It

seeks to provide an open forum for all

members of the D. 215 community.

Opinions expressed do not necessarily

represent the official position of D. 215

unless otherwise noted. 

Senior Portrait Make-up

Dates:

September 18 & 19
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Upcoming 
Events

Sept. 18 Parent Teacher Conferences

 Oct. 10 Homecoming Game 

 Oct. 11 Homecoming Dance

Oct. 16 End of Quarter 1 

Oct. 17 North-South Game



Florah Dismuke is a senior and a new

member of the Thorntonian Staff. She is the

new Social Media Director of Chronoscope.

One can find her on their Instagram account

acting like a goofball. She is a hardworking,

funny, laid-back, dependable, and creative

person who loves to express her ideas freely.

She loves to listen to music and watch

movies in her free time. Florah hopes to

encourage others to break out of their

comfort zones and not be afraid to stand out.

She is looking forward to working with the

Thorntonian Staff and seeing what her

senior year will bring!

Cris Flores is a junior and a new member of

the Thorntonian Staff. Cris is a very kind

and sympathetic person. She loves to go out

with her friends anytime she can, and she

loves to play with her dogs. Some of her

favorite hobbies include playing guitar,

singing, playing video games, and shopping.

She's very passionate about music and plans

to pursue a career in music when she's older.

Cris also loves fashion and clothes. She

enjoys seeing other people’s styles and what

they like.

Maritza Gonzalez is a junior as well as an

excited new member of the Thorntonian

Staff. They’re a proud member of the Art

Club as well as a varsity tennis team. They’re

also an aspiring artist. They enjoy creating

artwork about the things they love, how they

feel, and seek new ways to express

themselves. Despite seeming shy, Maritza

loves to talk and seek new opportunities to

make friends with people they’ve never met

before. They hope to one day become a

graphic designer and own two cats with their

lovely boyfriend.

Na’Yanna Green is a junior and one of the

new members of the Thorntonian Staff. She

is a very goal-oriented student and has

participated in volleyball and track for T.F.

North. In her spare time, she prefers to

binge-watch Marvel movies and cook

different dishes for herself. She is a huge fan

of Nicki Minaj and has many posters of the

artist in her room. Na’Yanna loves to spend

time socializing with others and is overall

extremely extroverted.

Jaylani Sanchez is a senior and a new staff

reporter for the Thorntonian. She is an NHS

member and also serves as the Editor-in-

Chief of the Chronoscope. In her free time,

she enjoys editing, listening to music, and

switching between her favorite TV shows.

Jaylani loves spending time with her friends

and family. In school, she is very

hardworking and dedicated to everything she

does. This year, she is looking forward to

stepping out of her shell more, participating

in senior activities, becoming more involved,

and sharing her creativity with the

newspaper staff. Jaylani can’t wait to see

what newspaper has to offer this year.
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Meet the 
2025-26 Thorntonian Staff

Anahi Martinez is a senior and returning

staff member of the Thorntonian. This year,

she is the Editor-In-Chief for the

Thorntonian. Anahi’s goal as Editor-In-

Chief is to foster a safe space where students

feel both heard and represented. Anahi’s

hobbies include making art, skateboarding,

listening to music, and writing poetry. She

also dyes her hair almost every other week. 

Liz Solorio is a senior. She was appointed to

the new position of Jefa de redacción of the

Thorntonian. She will focus on giving

Spanish speakers at T.F. North a voice. Her

biggest hope and dream is for the world to

strive to be united and inclusive. She is a

kind person who enjoys getting to know and

befriending new people. Her favorite thing

to do is listen to music whether it’s in

concert, through her headphones, or blasting

on full volume for everyone else to enjoy as

well. Liz is excited to see all the students at

T.F. North reach their full potential this

school year!

Monica Arleth Aceves is a senior and excited

to be a new staff reporter for the

Thorntonian. Monica is proud of the

education she receives and being a part of

NHS, Action Team, Connections, and

Senior Board. She loves to enjoy the present

and works hard for the future. In the next

seven years, Monica sees herself in law

school. Monica is sincere and loves to put a

smile on everyone’s faces. She cannot wait

for what her senior year will bring for her

and her peers! 

Alexa Baker is a junior and new member of

the Thorntonian Staff. Alexa is a scholarly

student and is not involved in any after-

school activities. In her free time, she’s

usually at home watching movies or her

favorite shows. She has a pitbull named

Kate, and she doesn’t think her dog is the

sharpest tool in the shed—quite the

opposite, actually. She hopes to one day

become a psychologist to both help people

and for the money. Alexa is a pretty outgoing

person and loves to hang out with her

friends. She doesn’t mind speaking with the

adults in the school, and hopes to interview

a lot of people this year.

Celeste Caballero is a senior and new staff

member. She was involved in the drama

department and is also a member of

Connections. Celeste is outgoing and loves

to help out others even when they are

strangers. She wants to give everything she’s

got for her last year to make it memorable

for her and all of her peers. She hopes to get

all the skills she needs by the end of this

year. She may be nervous but is very

determined to work with others and can’t

wait to move forward in life. Hoping she can

become a social worker, Celeste plans to

expand her knowledge and communication

skills with the Thorntonian.

Alejandra Vazquez-Nevarez is a senior and is

a new staff reporter for the Thorntonian.

Alejandra may be new to the newspaper, but

she is also the Divisions Editor for the

Chronoscope and a proud member of the

girls varsity volleyball team. She loves to

learn about history, especially the

paranormal. Alejandra loves to hang out with

her friends and family. She is outgoing and

caring. Her love language is gift giving. She

will give gifts for any reason even if that is

just being her friend. Alejandra can’t wait to

do more with the Thorntonian!

Malayah Whitted is a junior and a new

member of the Thorntonian Staff. Malayah

is involved in National Honor Society,

dance, and track. Malayah is kindhearted

and a creative person. During her free time,

she likes to do her hair and go places with

her friends and family. Malayah loves to help

people whenever they need it and can’t wait

to see how her junior year turns out. Her

plans for the future are to be an

anesthesiologist. She will be able to join a

CNA class at South Suburban College and

be certified as a CNA at the age of 17 years

old. 

Amare Wilson is a junior. One can catch

him anywhere at the right time living his life

to the fullest. He really likes the quote

YOLO, meaning “ You Only Live Once.”

He sticks to that quote everyday of his life.

Amare is not currently active in sports, but

he keeps himself in shape because he wants

to join track later during his junior year.

Amare is a fun guy to be around, he knows

how to lighten the mood with his jokes when

the time is right.
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 Priscilla Castaneda Picks:

“Summertime Sadness” 
by Lana Del Rey

 
“Walking on a Dream” 
by Empire of the Sun

“Stay Ready (What A Life)”
by Jhene Aiko

Ms. Hadler Picks:

“Dogs Days Are Over” 
by Florence & The Machine

“Feeling Good” 
by Michael Buble 

“Three Little Birds”
by Bob Marley

“Soccer Practice” 
by Lizzy McAlpine

“Girls Just Want to Have Fun” 
by Cyndi Lauper

“Hold Me Down”
by Daniel Ceasar

Guest Playlists
Curated by 

The Thorntonian Staff

Even though break is over, summer isn’t.
These are our summer songs to start the

school year right.

 Kindell Culley Picks:

“Thinkin Bout You” 
by Frank Ocean

“Sweet Life” 
by Frank Ocean

“Pink + White”
by Frank Ocean 

Mr. Flood Picks:

“I’m a Little Crazy” 
by Morgan Wallen

“Tie Up ”
by Zac Brown Band

“Georgia Time”
by Riley Green 

Do you have a song you
would like to add to our

next playlist?
Email your suggestions for

our Hispanic Heritage
Month Playlist to

thorntonian@tfd215.org.
Be sure to use your school
email address and include

your first and last names
and your grade. Only

school-appropriate
suggestions will be

accepted. Please limit your
suggestions to 5 songs per

playlist. The deadline for
submissions is 3:30 pm on

September 11, 2025.
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Anahi Martínez es una estudiante de

último año que regresa al Thorntonian.

Este año, es la Editora en Jefe del

Thorntonian. Su objetivo como Editora

en Jefe es fomentar un espacio seguro

donde los estudiantes se sientan

escuchados y representados. Sus

pasatiempos incluyen crear arte, andar

en patineta, escuchar música y escribir

poesías. También se pinta el cabello casi

cada dos semanas.

Liz Solorio es estudiante de último año.

Fue nombrada Jefa de Redacción del

Thorntonian. Se centrará en dar voz a

los hispanohablantes de T.F. North. Su

mayor esperanza y sueño es que el

mundo se esfuerce por ser unido y

inclusivo. Es una persona amable que

disfruta conociendo y haciendo amigos

nuevos. Su actividad favorita es escuchar

música, ya sea en concierto, con sus

auriculares o a todo volumen para que

todos disfruten también. ¡Liz está

emocionada de ver a todos los

estudiantes de T.F. North alcanzar su

máximo potencial este año escolar!

Monica Arleth Aceves es estudiante de

último año y está emocionada de ser

nueva reportera del Thorntonian.

Monica está orgullosa de su educación y

de formar parte del NHS, el Equipo de

Acción, Connections y la Junta de

Directores. Le encanta disfrutar del

presente y trabaja duro por el futuro. En

los próximos siete años, Monica se ve

estudiando derecho. Es sincera y le

encanta alegrarles el día a todos. ¡Está

deseando ver lo que su último año les

deparará a ella y a sus compañeros!

Alexa Baker es una estudiante del tercer

año y nueva miembro del Thorntonian.

Alexa es una estudiante erudita, pero no

participa en actividades extraescolares.

En su tiempo libre, suele estar en casa

viendo películas o sus programas

favoritos. Tiene una pitbull llamada

Kate, y no cree que su perro sea el más

listo del mundo; al contrario. Espera

algún día ser psicóloga para ayudar a la

gente y ganar dinero. Alexa es muy

extrovertida y le encanta pasar tiempo

con sus amigos. No le importa hablar con

los adultos de la escuela y espera

entrevistar a mucha gente este año.
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Historia de Anahi Martinez, Editora y

Lizbeth Solorio, Jefa de Redaccion.

Traducida por Lizbeth Solorio, Jefa de

Redaccion 

Las Editoras nos dan la
bienvenida nuevamente
para un nuevo año
escolar
Editorial

Bienvenidos de nuevo, estudiantes de T.F.

North. Nos emociona ver lo que este año

escolar les traerá a cada estudiante

individualmente y al alumnado en general.

Estamos orgullosas seguir siendo la principal

fuente de información de los estudiantes de

T.F. North para el año escolar 2025-2026.

El Thorntonian comienza prácticamente

desde cero, con solo dos miembros que

regresan. Damos la bienvenida a un equipo

casi completamente nuevo, listos para

escribir el siguiente capítulo. Este año,

también damos la bienvenida a muchos

estudiantes del equipo del anuario, que

aportan nuevas perspectivas, así como ideas

más creativas y experimentadas. Esperamos

trabajar conjuntamente con el Chronoscope,

también dirigido por el Sr. Stephan, para

mejorar el periódico y el anuario. En cuanto

a nuestro personal y las historias que

publicaremos este año, por primera vez,

nuestro equipo incluye dos editoras latinas y

una editora de las historias en español.  

Queremos tomar medidas más significativas

para representar nuestra cultura y reflejar la

diversidad de nuestro alumnado. No solo

queremos expandir las voces latinas en

nuestro personal, sino también en los

idiomas que publicamos y en los estudiantes

que destacamos. Con la continuación de las

páginas en español, esperamos ofrecer

artículos en español no solo para los

hispanohablantes de T.F. North, sino

también para quienes no lo hablan y desean

aprender y practicar el idioma. Si eres uno

de esos estudiantes o simplemente buscas

ser representado en el periódico de la

escuela, contáctanos por correo electrónico a

thorntonian@tfd215.org. El Thorntonian es

un periódico para estudiantes, creado por

estudiantes, así que no duden en darnos sus

opiniónes sobre lo que les gustaría leer.

También pueden seguirnos en Instagram

@tfn_thorntonian, Facebook @Thornton

Fractional North Thorntonian y Twitter

@TFN_Thorntonian. Estamos

entusiasmados con el futuro del

Thorntonian y esperamos que ustedes

también. Les deseamos un excelente año

escolar.

Historia de 

Thorntonian Staff

Traducida por Lizbeth Solorio, Jefa de Redaccion

Conozce al personal de Thorntonian 2025-26
Opinión

Celeste Caballero es una estudiante de

último año y nueva para el Thorntonian.

Trabajó en el departamento de teatro y

también es miembro de Conexiones.

Celeste es extrovertida y le encanta

ayudar a los demás, incluso a los

desconocidos. Quiere darlo todo en su

último año para que sea memorable para

ella y sus compañeros. Espera adquirir

todas las habilidades necesarias para

finales de este año. Puede que esté

nerviosa, pero está muy decidida a

trabajar con los demás y ansía progresar

en la vida. Con la esperanza de

convertirse en trabajadora social, Celeste

planea ampliar sus conocimientos y

habilidades comunitarias con el

Thorntonian.

Florah Dismuke es una estudiante de

último año y nueva miembro del equipo

de Thorntonian. Es la nueva directora de

redes sociales del Chronoscope. En su

cuenta de Instagram, se la puede

encontrar actuando como una boba. Es

una persona trabajadora, divertida,

relajada, confiable y creativa a quien le

encanta expresar sus ideas con libertad.

Le encanta escuchar música y ver

películas en su tiempo libre. Florah

espera animar a otros a salir de su zona

de confort y a no tener miedo de

destacar. ¡Está deseando trabajar con el

equipo de Thorntonian y ver qué le

deparará su último año!

Cris Flores es una estudiante del tercer

año y nueva miembro del personal de

Thorntonian. Cris es una persona muy

amable y comprensiva. Le encanta salir

con sus amigos siempre que puede y le

encanta jugar con sus perros. Algunos de

sus pasatiempos favoritos incluyen tocar

la guitarra, cantar, jugar videojuegos e ir

de compras. Le apasiona la música y

planea dedicarse a ella cuando sea

mayor. También le encanta la moda y la

ropa. Disfruta viendo los estilos de otras

personas y sus gustos.

Maritza González es una estudiante del

tercer año y una nueva y entusiasmada

integrante del Thorntonian. Es una

orgullosa miembro del Club de Arte y del

equipo universitario de tenis. También

aspira a ser artista. Disfruta creando

obras de arte sobre lo que le apasiona,

cómo se siente y busca nuevas formas de

expresarse. A pesar de parecer tímida, a

Maritza le encanta hablar y buscar

nuevas oportunidades para hacer amigos

que no conoce. Espera algún día ser

diseñadora gráfica y tener dos gatos con

su encantador novio.

Continúa en la página nueve.



Senior Pants

Senior Cars

Are you a senior? Your final year isn’t only about

worrying about applying to colleges, it’s also about

making memories and enjoying the most of it. Senior

year is challenging. But we can make the most out of

it together. It’s always a good idea to be involved and

carry an experience with you. With that being said,

here is a list of ideas for fun senior activities.  

Make The Most of Senior Year

Senior BackPacks

Senior Banners

Senior Plushies

Senior
Crowns 
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Senior banners- Decorate and color a

banner for the pep rally and football

games!

Senior BackPacks - It’s our last year of

high school so we should reminisce

about our kid days. Buy your favorite

childhood bookbag and wear it all year. 

Senior crowns - Get ahold of a crown

from Burger King (for free) and add

your year!

Senior Cars - Decorate your car with

chroma window markers and make it fun. 

Senior Wear - Paint your denim pants

with your graduation year and any other

art. Make sure to show off!

Senior plushies - Dress any plushie and

make it your mini twin. 
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The football field is still being converted

from grass to turf. Many concerned students

are wondering if the field will be done for the

upcoming football season. According to the

District 215 Director of Facilities, Mr. Tim

Stephan, the field is scheduled to debut by

the Homecoming game on October 10 .  

Students can expect the new football field to

have a dark and light green turf with a new

track around it that will include eight lanes 

th
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instead of the current six. The pole vault and

high jump areas will also be upgraded.  

“Going to an eight-lane track will give us

more availability to host meets and do

different things of that nature,” said  Athletic

Director Stubbs. “The track is going to be

gray which will be pretty cool, and it will

have an updated high jump, long jump, and

shot put [area] for all of those field events

for track and field,” said Principal Rucinski.

Many faculty members are excited about this

new big change. “This will be a huge upgrade

for not only football, but other sports and

our PE program as well. We hope the new

field will also allow us to connect better with

local youth programs. This will put us on a

‘level playing field’ with neighboring schools

who have had turf for some time now,” said

Head Football Coach Anthony Pignatiello. 

  

Photo credit: Na’Yanna Green , Reporter

T.F. North football field & track construction update
Story by Florah Dismuke, Na’Yanna Green, Malayah Whitted, & Amare Wilson, Staff Reporters

Sports
Andre Searcy

Sophomore

Football

Who is your favorite teammate and why?

“Montrell Monroe because he is nice to

everyone, and he is the leader over everyone

on the team”

What are your goals for this upcoming

season?

“My goal is to keep my starting spot, keep

trying to make plays on the field, work with

everybody, and lead everyone to win.”

As a football player, what are your greatest

strengths and weaknesses?

“My greatest strength is my speed and deep

routes like flies and poles, and my

weaknesses are my shorter routes like

pitches or short crossers.”

By Florah Dismuke and Malayah Whitted

Upcoming 
Home Games:

Sept. 2

Girls V Volleyball

T.F. North v. Thornton Township

6:00 pm

Sept. 3

V Golf

SSC Tri-Meet 

4:30 pm

Sept. 9

Girls V Tennis 

T.F. North v. Richards 

4:30 pm

Sept. 11

Girls V Volleyball 

T.F. North v. Evergreen Park 

6:00 pm 



El segundo publicación del

Thorntonian saldría el 15

de septiembre. Esté atento a

nuestras encuestas del Mes

de la Herencia Hispana,

Tabien, buscamos personas

dispuestas a compartir sus

obras de arte del mes de la

herencia hispana. Busquen

Sr. Stephan, Liz Solorio y

Mónica Aceves en el salón

142 para más información.
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Na'Yanna Green es una estudiante del

tercer año y una de las nuevas

integrantes del equipo del Thorntonian.

Es una estudiante muy centrada en sus

objetivos y ha participado en voleibol y

atletismo para T.F. North. En su tiempo

libre, prefiere ver películas de Marvel sin

parar y cocinar sus propios platillos. Es

una gran fan de Nicki Minaj y tiene

muchos pósters de la artista en su

habitación. A Na'Yanna le encanta

socializar con los demás y, en general, es

extremadamente extrovertida.

Jaylani Sanchez es una estudiante de

último año y nueva reportera del

Thorntonian. Es miembro del NHS y

también es editora jefe del Chronoscope.

En su tiempo libre, disfruta editando,

escuchando música y alternando entre

sus programas de televisión favoritos. A

Jaylani le encanta pasar tiempo con sus

amigos y familiares. En la escuela, es

muy trabajadora y dedicada a todo lo que

hace. Este año, está deseando salir más

de su caparazón, participar en las

actividades de último año, involucrarse

más y compartir su creatividad con el

personal del periódico. Jaylani está

deseando ver lo que el periódico le ofrece

este año.

Alejandra Vázquez-Nevarez es estudiante

de último año y nueva reportera del

Thorntonian. Puede que Alejandra sea

nueva en el periódico, pero también es

editora de divisiones del Chronoscope y

una orgullosa miembro del equipo

femenino de voleibol. Le encanta

aprender sobre historia, especialmente lo

paranormal. A Alejandra le encanta pasar

tiempo con sus amigos y familiares. Es

extrovertida y cariñosa. Su lenguaje de

amor es dar regalos. Da regalos por

cualquier motivo, incluso si es solo por

ser su amiga. ¡Alejandra está deseando

colaborar más con el Thorntonian.

Continúacion de página 6

Malayah Whitted es estudiante de tercer

año y nueva integrante del personal de

Thorntonian. Es parte de la Sociedad

Nacional de Honor, danza y atletismo.

Es una persona bondadosa y creativa. En

su tiempo libre, le gusta peinarse y salir

con sus amigos y familiares. Le encanta

ayudar a la gente cuando lo necesita y

está deseando ver cómo le va en su

penúltimo año. Sus planes para el futuro

son ser anestesióloga. Podrá unirse a una

clase de auxiliar de enfermería

certificado (CNA) en South Suburban

College y obtener su certificación a los

17 años.

Amare Wilson es un estudiante de tercer

año. Se le puede encontrar en cualquier

momento, viviendo la vida al máximo.

Le encanta la frase "YOLO", que

significa "Solo se vive una vez". La usa a

diario. Amare no practica deportes

actualmente, pero se mantiene en forma

porque quiere empezar a practicar

atletismo más adelante, durante su

penúltimo año. Amare es un chico

divertido, sabe cómo animar el ambiente

con sus chistes cuando es el momento

adecuado.

Hablas español?

Tienes ideas para

una historia en

español? Mandanos

un mensaje!

thorntonian@tfd215.

org Gracias!



Photo Dump
2025-26 SY                                                                                                                      Issue #1

Page 10


