
T.F. North Summer Reading 2020
English 9 and English 10 

Welcome T.F. North! The English department at North believes consistent reading is crucial to 
improve literacy, and reading different texts is crucial to developing your opinions and values. We 
know this has been an incredibly hard year, and many of you are dealing with significant challenges. 
As a result, summer reading this year is enrichment only. If possible, read at least TWO of the books 
on this list before the first day of school. Some of these books have more adult themes or situations; if 
you are uncomfortable with that, be sure to read summaries and reviews so you can pick a book that 
does not explore those issues. All summaries are adapted from goodreads.com or amazon.com. 

Far From the Tree by Robin Benway
Being the middle child has its ups and downs. But for Grace, an only child who was adopted at 
birth, discovering that she is a middle child is a different ride altogether. After putting her own 
baby up for adoption, she goes looking for her biological family, including Maya, her loudmouthed 
younger bio sister, who has a lot to say about their newfound family ties. Having grown up the 
snarky brunette in a house full of chipper redheads, she’s quick to search for traces of herself among 
these not-quite-strangers. And when her adopted family’s long-buried problems begin to explode 
to the surface, Maya can’t help but wonder where exactly it is that she belongs. And Joaquin, their 
stoic older bio brother, who has no interest in bonding over their shared biological mother. After 
seventeen years in the foster care system, he’s learned that there are no heroes, and secrets and 
fears are best kept close to the vest, where they can’t hurt anyone but him.

Don’t Get Caught by Kurt Dinan
When Max receives a mysterious invite from the untraceable, epic prank-pulling Chaos Club, he has 
to ask: why him? After all, he’s Mr. 2.5 GPA, Mr. No Social Life. He’s Just Max. And his favorite heist 
movies have taught him this situation calls for Rule #4: Be suspicious. But it’s also his one shot to 
leave Just Max in the dust… Yeah, not so much. Max and four fellow students-who also received 
invites-are standing on the newly defaced water tower when campus security “catches” them. 
Definitely a setup. And this time, Max has had enough. It’s time for Rule #7: Always get payback. 
Let the prank war begin. 

Field Guide to the North American Teenager by Ben Philippe 
Norris Kaplan is clever, cynical, and quite possibly too smart for his own good. A black French 
Canadian, he knows from watching American sitcoms that those three things don’t bode well when 
you are moving to Austin, Texas. Plunked into a new high school and sweating a ridiculous amount 
from the oppressive Texas heat, Norris finds himself cataloging everyone he meets: the Cheerleaders, 
the Jocks, the Loners, and even the Manic Pixie Dream Girl. Making a ton of friends has never been 
a priority for him, and this way he can at least amuse himself until it’s time to go back to Canada, 
where he belongs. Yet, against all odds, those labels soon become actual people to Norris. Be it 
loner Liam, who makes it his mission to befriend Norris, or Madison the beta cheerleader, who is so 
nice that it has to be a trap. Not to mention Aarti the Manic Pixie Dream Girl, who might, in fact, be 
a real love interest in the making. He even starts playing actual hockey with these Texans. But the 
night of the prom, Norris screws everything up royally. As he tries to pick up the pieces, he realizes 
it might be time to stop hiding behind his snarky opinions and start living his life—along with the 

people who have found their way into his heart.

The Dead List by Jennifer Armentrout (free online)
It’s Ella’s senior year of high school and she and her best friend Linds plan to make it the best year 
ever. At Brock Cochran’s end of summer pool party, the girls vow to have as much fun as possible 
before they head off to different colleges next fall. But when Ella is mysteriously attacked on her 
way home from the party, everything changes. Ella’s carefree senior year plans disintegrate as she 
finds herself at the center of an attempted murder investigation. Ella tries to move on, but her 
attacker isn’t done yet. He shows himself in the form of horrifying signs and symbols: a clown mask 
strewn on her bed, a dead bird in her backpack, a shadow moving past her window in the night. 
And as the weeks pass, it turns out that Ella isn’t the only one being tormented. With the help of 
an old flame, Jensen Carver, and her friends and family, Ella tries to attain some sense of normalcy, 
but she can’t seem to shake the feeling that there’s a dark pattern hidden in the killer’s every move. 
Suddenly, even those in her innermost circle seem suspicious. In her seemingly safe West Virginia 
town, Ella starts to wonder who she can trust. 

http://novelfreereadonline.com/255037/the-dead-list


Barely Missing Everything by Matt Mendez
In the tradition of Jason Reynolds and Matt de la Peña, this heartbreaking, no-holds-barred debut novel 
told from three points of view explores how difficult it is to make it in life when you—your life, brown 
lives—don’t matter. Juan has plans. He’s going to get out of El Paso, Texas, on a basketball scholarship and 
make something of himself—or at least find something better than his mom Fabi’s cruddy apartment, 
her string of loser boyfriends, and a dead dad. Basketball is going to be his ticket out, his ticket up. He 
just needs to make it happen. His best friend JD has plans, too. He’s going to be a filmmaker one day, like 
Quinten Tarantino or Guillermo del Toro (NOT Steven Spielberg). He’s got a camera and he’s got passion—
what else could he need? Fabi doesn’t have a plan anymore. When you get pregnant at sixteen and have 
been stuck bartending to make ends meet for the past seventeen years, you realize plans don’t always 
pan out, and that there are some things you just can’t plan for… Like Juan’s run-in with the police, like a 
sprained ankle, and a tanking math grade that will likely ruin his chance at a scholarship. Soon Juan and 
JD are embarking on a Thelma and Louise–like road trip to visit Mando. Juan will finally meet his dad, JD 
has a perfect subject for his documentary, and Fabi is desperate to stop them. But, as we already know, 
there are some things you just can’t plan for… 

I Was Their American Dream: A Graphic Memoir by Malaka Gharib
One part Mari Andrew, one part Marjane Satrapi, I Was Their American Dream: A Graphic Memoir is a 
triumphant tale of self-discovery, a celebration of a family’s rich heritage, and a love letter to American 
immigrant freedom. Malaka Gharib’s illustrations come alive with teenage antics and earnest questions 
about identity and culture, while providing thoughtful insight into the lives of modern immigrants and 
the generation of millennial children they raised. Malaka’s upbringing will look familiar to anyone who 
grew up in the pre-internet era, but her particular story is a heartfelt tribute to the American immigrants 
who have invested their future in the promise of the American dream. The daughter of parents with 
unfulfilled dreams themselves, Malaka navigates her childhood chasing her parents’ ideals, learning to 
code-switch between her family’s Filipino and Egyptian customs, adapting to white culture to fit in, 
crushing on skater boys, and trying to understand the tension between holding onto cultural values and 
trying to be an all-American kid. I Was Their American Dream is at once a journal of growing up and a 
reminder of the thousands of immigrants who come to America in search for a better life for themselves 
and their children.

With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo
A new novel by the author of Poet X. With her daughter to care for and her abuela to help support, 
high school senior Emoni Santiago has to make the tough decisions, and do what must be done. The 
one place she can let her responsibilities go is in the kitchen, where she adds a little something magical 
to everything she cooks, turning her food into straight-up goodness. Still, she knows she doesn’t have 
enough time for her school’s new culinary arts class, doesn’t have the money for the class’s trip to Spain 
— and shouldn’t still be dreaming of someday working in a real kitchen. But even with all the rules she 
has for her life — and all the rules everyone expects her to play by — once Emoni starts cooking, her only 
real choice is to let her talent break free. 

Out of the Shoebox: An Autobiographic Mystery by Yaron Reshef 
Out of the Shoebox is a fascinating journal that reads like a detective story, comes across as an imaginative 
quest into the past, yet is the true personal story of the writer, Yaron Reshef. An unexpected phone call 
hurls Reshef into an intensive two-year journey, during which he has to solve a mystery that took shape 
in the 1930s and gradually unfolded in the present. A mysterious lot, a forgotten bank account, a people 
long gone – along with their memory which were obliterated during the Holocaust. All of these rise to 
the surface, bearing with them memories and emotions previously hidden away in the shoebox. “I had 
no intention of writing a book. I had no need to write a story in general nor a story about my family 
and the Holocaust in particular. But life being what it is, sometimes things happen in mysterious, even 
surprising ways. Stuff that used to take center stage moves to the background, and background stuff 
moves downstage and center. That’s what happened in my case.”

Wilder Girls by Rory Power
It’s been eighteen months since the Raxter School for Girls was put under quarantine. Since the Tox hit 
and pulled Hetty’s life out from under her. It started slow. First the teachers died one by one. Then it 
began to infect the students, turning their bodies strange and foreign. Now, cut off from the rest of 
the world and left to fend for themselves on their island home, the girls don’t dare wander outside the 
school’s fence, where the Tox has made the woods wild and dangerous. They wait for the cure they were 
promised as the Tox seeps into everything. But when Byatt goes missing, Hetty will do anything to find 
her, even if it means breaking quarantine and braving the horrors that lie beyond the fence. And when 
she does, Hetty learns that there’s more to their story, to their life at Raxter, than she could have ever 
thought true.

The Far Away Brothers: Two Young Migrants and the Making of 
an American Life by Lauren Markham
Growing up in rural El Salvador in the wake of the civil war, Ernesto Flores had always had a fascination 
with the United States, the faraway land of skyscrapers and Nikes, while his identical twin, Raul, never 
felt that northbound tug. But when Ernesto ends up on the wrong side of the region’s brutal gangs he 
is forced to flee the country, and Raul, because he looks just like his brother, follows close behind--away 
from one danger and toward the great American unknown. In this urgent chronicle of contemporary 
immigration, journalist Lauren Markham follows the seventeen-year-old Flores twins as they make their 
harrowing journey across the Rio Grande and the Texas desert, into the hands of immigration authorities, 
and from there to their estranged older brother’s custody in Oakland, CA. Soon these unaccompanied 
minors are navigating a new school in a new language, working to pay down their mounting coyote 
debt, and facing their day in immigration court, while also encountering the triumphs and pitfalls of life 
as American teenagers-girls, grades, Facebook-with only each other for support. 


